CHAPTER   V
REBUILDING    AFTER    BATTLE
A BATTALION is never really a first-class machine in
a great war until it has passed the acid test of big
battle with success. At the beginning of the 1914
struggle, regular regiments, fortified by their long
tradition and strengthened by their efficiency, met
the outburst at Mons with confidence; but even
before the war there were units of the regular
army which were quite wrongly and unfairly
regarded as 'not up to much/ merely because they
had not picked up laurels on the field of gore,
or killed as many opponents as was considered
necessary.
The acid test of killing and being killed had been
passed by us with credit. What remained? The
memories, the confidence, and seventy men to carry
on the torch. It is a peculiar thing that with those
assets and tlj,e requisite number of reinforcing drafts
a unit can be built up again to be quite as good as
the defunct organisation, and can be trained in the
lethal art to the satisfaction of the most blood-
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